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Stanley, 

February  21st,  1903. 

Gentlemen, — 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  report  upon  the  health 
and  sanitary  condition  of  the  District  for  the  year  1902. 

The  chief,  or  almost  the  sole  industry  of  your  district  is 
coal-mining,  and  consequently,  the  great  majority  of  the 
inhabitants  is  associated  with  that  industry.  Their  houses  are 
grouped  together  into  villages,  and  consist  of  ancient  and 
modern  typical  workmen’s  cottages.  Those  of  the  former  were 
generally  constructed  without  any  regard  either  to  health  or 
comfort,  and  seldom  exceeded  two  rooms,  and  frequently,  one  of 
the  rooms,  a  mere  garret,  on  the  other  hand,  the  latter,  since  the 
formation  of  the  Authority,  are  well  built,  and  their  accommo¬ 
dation  ranges  from  two  to  four  rooms  each.  The  number  of 
houses  built  and  occupied  during  the  past  year  amounted  to 
fifty-three,  of  these,  thirty  have  self-contained  cemented  yards, 
the  remainder  are  in  the  form  of  flats,  with  two  or  more  rooms 
below,  and  three  or  more  above,  the  yard  being  common  to  both. 
The  out-offices  consist  of  privies  with  covered  ashpits,  in  the 
form  of  earth  closets  that  allow  the  ashes,  which  are  abundant, 
to  mix  freely  with  the  excrementitious  matter,  causing  the  least 
possible  nuisance  during  the  process  of  cleansing.  Each  house 
possesses  a  separate  out-oflice,  and  all  are  provided  with  suitable 
drainage. 


4 


OLD  PROPERTY. — A  large  majority  of  the  workmen’s 
houses  possess  two  or  more  comfortable  rooms,  there  are,  how¬ 
ever,  several  where  the  upper  room  is  only  a  garret,  others 
again,  are  built  back  to  back,  and  without  the  necessary  through 
ventilation,  and  lastly,  about  forty  are  only  single  roomed.  The 
out-offices  were  privy-middens,  hideous  structures,  having  large 
open  ashpits  with  two  or  four  privies  attached ;  where  the 
middens  were  cemented,  they  were  uncleanable  in  wet  weather, 
and  those  uncemented,  allowed  the  contents  to  percolate  into  the 
subsoil  ;  another  form  that  exists,  but  to  a  less  extent,  has  the 
open  ashpit  near  the  house,  and  the  privy  some  distance  off.  In 
addition  to  the  ordinary  wear  and  tear,  colliery  subsidences  bring 
about  frequent  delapidations  necessitating  constant  attention  from 
your  Inspector.  Several  owners  have  voluntarily  replaced  the 
objectionable  out-offices  by  more  modern  structures,  and  also 
made  such  changes  in  the  dwelling  houses,  as  fully  come  up  to 
the  requirements  of  a  healthy  residence.  The  following 
alterations  and  improvements,  after  representation,  have  been 
carried  out  during  the  course  of  the  year,  viz  ,  thirty-seven  houses 
having  delapidations,  were  thoroughly  repaired,  including  in 
some  instances,  considerable  structural  alterations,  six  more 
were  practically  re-built,  two  were  closed  as  being  unfit  for 
habitation,  and  in  the  case  of  five,  also  not  habitable,  it  was 
necessary  to  enforce  the  closure  by  an  order  from  the  Magistrate 
under  the  Housing  Act;  many  others  having  petty  defects  were 
put  into  good  order,  and  as  regards  the  original  out-offices,  one 
hundred  and  fifty-six  were  either  re-constructed  or  satisfactorily 
repaired  to  the  extent  of  removing  any  nuisance  they  created. 

SEWERS  and  DRAINS. — A  sewer  has  been  laid  to 
Tanfield  Lea,  a  village  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  seventy 
houses,  and  all  the  necessary  drains  and  sinks  have  been 
connected  thereto.  A  sewer,  with  the  usual  attachments,  was 
also  laid  to  the  Double  Row,  Hobson.  Sewage  drains  have 
been  either  re-laid  or  extended  in  the  villages  of  Lintz,  Leazes, 
Burnopfield,  Beamish  and  Tantobie.  The  whole  system  of 
drainage  for  the  district  is  now  complete. 

DISPOSAL  OF  SEWAGE.— Owing  to  the  hilly  nature 
of  the  district,  several  outfall  works  had  to  be  provided,  one 
takes  in  Lintz,  Friarside,  Ac.,  another,  Burnopfield,  and  a  third, 
Tanfield,  all  constructed  on  the  broad  irrigation  principle,  and 
acting  satisfactorily.  For  the  villages  of  White-le-Head  and 
Tantobie,  the  works  are  on  the  intermittent  filtration  plan  through 
sandy  loam.  They  are  at  present  overcharged,  but  a  remedy 
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will  come  soon  by  the  diversion  of  a  portion  of  the  sewage  to 
other  works.  Sewage  Disposal  Works  are  in  course  of 
construction  at  Clough  Dene,  to  treat  the  sewage  from  Hobson, 
Mountsett,  and  other  places  on  the  route ;  they  are  also  intended 
to  relieve  the  overcharge  works  at  Tantobie,  and  the  area  will  be 
sufficient  to  meet  any  possible  increase  of  population.  The 
system  adopted  is  a  modified  form  of  the  Sutton  plan  of 
filtration  with  the  addition  of  catch  pits  to  extract  the  large 
amount  of  coal  grit  that  would  otherwise  choke  the  filter  beds. 
This  system  was  only  selected  after  careful  examination  into  the 
various  methods  in  use,  both  loc  ally  and  elsewhere,  and  on 
account  of  it  having  been  proved  a  success  in  the  adjoining 
district,  which  has  identically  the  same  kind  of  sewage.  To 
more  small  outfall  works  are  required  before  the  district  is 
completed,  one  for  the  treatment  of  the  sewage  from  the  one 
hundred  and  seventy  houses  at  Tanfield  Lea,  recently  drained, 
and  the  other  for  a  much  less  number  situated  at  the  Causey. 
Both  places  increase  the  pollution  to  the  already  polluted 
Houghal  Burn,  to  the  discomfort  of  those  residing  near  the 
stream. 


SCAVENGING  with  the  removel  of  refuse,  is  done  by 
contract  with  your  authority  under  the  direct  supervision  of  your 
Inspector.  Refuse  is  removed  with  every  possible  care  to 
suitable  places  of  deposit ;  and  the  imperfect  ashpits  are  also 
disinfected  at  the  same  time. 


WATER  SUPPLY. — Owing  to  pit  subsidences,  there 
are  not  many  local  springs  in  existence,  and  the  water  in  some 
which  appeared  unfit  for  domestic  purposes,  was  analysed,  with 
the  result,  that  another  supply  had  to  be  provided  wherever 
necessary,  so  practically  the  whole  district  is  supplied  by  the 
Consett  Water  Works,  with  an  abundance  of  excellent  water 
from  the  reservoirs  situated  on  the  hills,  and  fed  by  springs, 
brooks  and  upland. 


COWSHEDS  and  DAIRIES. — There  are  no  dairies  in 
the  true  meaning  of  the  term  ;  the  milk  is  supplied  chiefly  by  the 
farmers,  who  distribute  it  from  house  to  house,  night  and  morning. 
The  cowsheds  have  been  inspected  and  nothing  was  found 
seriously  defective.  No  cows  are  entirely  stall  fed. 
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SLAUGHTER  HOUSES  have  been  visited  and  found 
to  be  in  a  most  satisfactory  condition.  There  is  nothing  to 
report  of  an  unpleasant  character  under  the  New  Act. 


No  prosecution  has  taken  place  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act. 


During  the  usual  visiting,  a  few  cases  of  overcrowding 
were  met  with,  which  were  remedied  by  simply  calling  attention 
to  the  fact.  Overcrowding  due  to  others  than  members  of  the 
family  has  not  existed  to  any  extent,  and  every  case  was 
remedied  by  a  notice  from  the  Inspector.  There  are,  however, 
several  instances  of  moral  overcrowding  in  those  one-roomed 
cottages,  already  referred  to,  where  only  your  Authority  could 
exercise  sufficient  pressure  that  might  induce  the  owners  to 
increase  the  accommodation. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

The  list  of  cases  of  Zymotic  diseases  notified  during  the 
year  consisted  of  ninety-three  of  Scarlatina,  one  of  Diphtheria, 
and  three  of  Erysipelas,  giving  a  total  of  ninety-seven.  The 
number  for  the  previous  year  reached  a  total  of  two  hundred 
and  sixty.  The  lighter  list  of  the  latter  was  chiefly  owing  to  the 
decrease  in  Scarlatina.  It  is  gratifying  to  state  that  the  district 
has  been  entirely  free  from  Enteric  Fever,  a  disease  generally 
associated  with  insanitary  surroundings. 

SCARLATINA. — At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  Scarlatina 
was  prevalent,  being  a  legacy,  as  it  were,  from  the  previous 
year.  It  continued  to  be  present,  more  or  less,  during  the 
the  whole  of  1902,  its  lowest  incidence  occuring  in  the  summer 
months.  The  type  of  disease  was  generally  of  a  mild  form, 
and  this  mildness  of  the  disease,  coupled  with  the  fact  of  its 
familiar  presence,  lie  the  chief  cause  for  its  prevalence.  Parents 
treat  it  with  contempt,  and  also  forget  that  its  infectious  character 
continues  during  the  prolonged  convalescent  stage,  hence  the 
almost  impossibility  of  carrying  out  home  isolation. 

DIPHTHERIA. — The  only  case  of  this  disease  was  an 
importation  from  the  adjoining  district.  It  was  isolated  from 
outsiders,  and  all  other  members  of  the  household  escaped. 
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ERYSIPELAS. — Only  three  cases  of  Erysipelas  were 
reported,  and  so  far  as  infection  is  concerned,  the  disease  might 
be  eliminated  from  the  notifiable  group. 

NON-NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

MEASLES. — An  outbreak  of  Measles  occurred  in 
November  and  quickly  became  epidemic.  It  was  considered 
advisable  to  close  the  schools  at  Pickering  Nook  and  Tanfield 
Lea  for  two  and  three  weeks  respectively.  The  closure  was 
followed  by  the  immediate  subsidence  ot  this  epidemic  in  the 
villages  connected  with  the  schools. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. — A  fatal  case  of  this  disease 
was  returned,  but  the  origin  was  not  discovered. 

Although  cases  of  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  appeared  from 
time  to  time,  still  the  epidemic  or  infectious  forms  were  entirely 
absent.  Influenza  of  the  true  type  was  also  absent. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year 
amounted  to  319  giving  a  birth-rate  of  37*5  per  1,000,  estimating 
the  population  at  8,500.  There  were  149  deaths  registered  in 
the  district,  of  the  number,  three  have  to  be  deducted,  belonging 
to  the  outside,  that  died  in  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  two  have 
to  be  added  that  occurred  outside,  but  were  residents  of  this 
district,  making  the  nett  total  of  148,  giving  a  death-rate  of 
17*4  per  1,000.  The  previous  year  were  42*9  and  167  respect¬ 
ively.  Infectious  diseases  caused  thirteen  deaths,  excluding 
those  deducted,  being  due  to  the  following  diseases,  viz.,  Measles, 
five  ;  Scarlatina,  one  ;  Whooping  Cough,  one,  and  Diarrhoea 
with  Enteritas,  six,  giving  a  percentage  of  8-±-  on  the  whole 
deaths.  A  six  weeks’  invasion  of  Measles  resulted  in  five 
deaths,  whereas,  only  one  succumbed  to  Scarlatina,  although  the 
latter  was  present  throughout  the  whole  year.  Legislation 
provides  for  notification  and  isolation  for  one  disease,  and 
and  practically  ignores  the  other.  Infantile  mortality  shews  a 
more  favourable  record  than  usual. 

On  the  table  below,  the  various  rates  are  given  in 
comparison  with  the  whole  County  of  Durham  :  — 
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Estimated  Population 
Birth-rate 
Death-rate 
Zymotic  death-rate 
Intant  Mortality-rate  (per 

1000  births  ... 

Smallpox 
Scarlet  Fever 

Diphteria  &  Membranous  Croup 
Fever  (Enteric  &  Continued) 
Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Diarrhoea 
Enteritas,  etc. 

Phthisis  death-rate 
Respiratory  diseases  death-rate 
Bronchitis  death-rate 
Pneumonia  death-rate 
Pleurisy  death-rate 


County  of  Durham.  Tanheld  Urban. 

849,620  ...  8,500 


35'6 

57*5 

per  1000 

t6*6 

17-4 

>> 

i*68 

>> 

39 

142-2 

O'OOI 

nil 

0-19  .  . 

on 

>> 

0*26 

nil 

0-14 

nil 

55 

0-37 

o-5 

11 

0*38 

on 

>? 

0-31 

°'75 

0-26 

°’3 

>> 

i-o6 

1  ‘4 

>> 

2-97 

0-3 

>> 

i'4i 

2-23 

1 ‘48 

0-23 

>) 

O 

b 

nil 

Schedules  1,  3  and  4  attached,  give  the  Population  with 
Births  and  Deaths  for  the  past  seven  years,  Sickness  from 
Infectious  Diseases  during  the  year,  and  Causes  of,  and  Ages 
at  Deaths  during  the  period. 

I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

T.  BENSON, 

Medical  Officer. 


The  Urban  District  Council, 
Tanfield. 
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Table  III. 

TANFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1902. 


Cases 

Notified  in  Whole  District. 

T3  X. 
u  0 
>  a 

0  V 

I  2  • 

Notifiable 

Disease. 

At  ail 
Ages. 

At  Ages 

— Years. 

£  0 

4-* 

W  C  -JH 

1 « g 

Under  i 

1  to  5 

5  to  15 

U  to  25 

25  to  65 

65  and 
upward 

0  s 

d  ^ 

£  2 

Small-pox 

Cholera 

Diphtheria 

Membranous 
croup  . . . 
Erysipelas 

1 

3 

1 

I 

I 

I 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

Typhus  fever... 

Enteric  fever... 

Relapsing  fever 

Continued  fever 

Puerperal  fever 

Plague 

93 

1 

30 

51 

7 

4 

1 1 

Totals 

97 

2 

30 

52 

8 

5 

1 1 

Institutions  within  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  outside  the  District — 

Tanfield  Isolation  Hospital. 

Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  the  District — 

Lanchester  Workhouse.  County  Asylum. 

Leadgate  Isolation  Hospital. 

Isolation  Hospital — Leadgate  Hospital  to  the  end  of  August,  afterwards 

Tanfield  Hospital. 


Table  IV. 

TANFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1902. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Deaths  in  or  belonging  to  whole  District 

AT  SUBJOINED  AGES 

Total 

Deaths 

IN 

Public 
Institu 
tions  in 

THE  DIS¬ 
TRICT. 

All 

ages. 

Under 

1 

1  and 
under 

5 

5  and 
under 

U 

15  and  2 
under 

25 

55  and 
under 

65 

is  and 

J 

up¬ 

wards 

Small-pox 

Measles 

5 

I 

4 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

1 

I 

Whooping-cough 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  and  mem- 

branous  croup 

3 

1 

2 

3 

Croup  .. 

1 

1 

^Typhus  . .. 

Fever  d  Enteric 

( Other  contin’d 

Epidemic  influenza  ... 

1 

I 

Cholera 

Plague... 

Diarrhoea 

6 

5 

1 

Enteritis 

3 

I 

2 

Puerperal  fever 

Erysipelas 

Other  septic  diseases... 

Phthisis 

1 2 

2 

I 

9 

Other  tubercular  di- 

seases 

8 

3 

2 

2 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  di- 

sease  ...  ... 

4 

4 

Bronchitis 

19 

9 

5 

2 

3 

Pneumonia 

2 

2 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of  Res- 

piratory  organs 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Alcoholism  } 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  ) 

1 

T 

Venereal  diseases 

1 

1 

Premature  birth 

6 

6 

Diseases  and  accidents 

of  parturition 

1 

I 

Heart  diseases 

14 

I 

I 

8 

4 

Accidents 

3 

1 

• 

2 

Suicides 

All  other  causes 

56 

*9 

5 

2 

9 

21 

All  causes 

U1 

46 

20 

I  I 

2 

37 

35 

3 

THOMAS  BENSON,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


February  28th,  1903. 


